AN
Standards
& Testing
Agency

Key stage 2 English writing standardisation exercise 3

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the
discussion with the teacher during the moderation, you are satisfied that the writing is
independent, including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s
own.

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the
strongest piece, and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil's
books.

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in
the pupil’s independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided
evidence in the form of spelling tests or writing from across the curriculum.

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular
weakness.

All assessments should be made using the Teacher assessment frameworks at the end
of key stage 2: English writing — ‘working towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the
expected standard’ or ‘working at greater depth’. You should not assume that the
exercise includes one collection from each of the standards. Each collection should be
judged individually.

Pupil A
This collection includes:

A) adiary entry

B) a formal letter

C) a newspaper report
D) a postcard

E) a narrative opening
F) a children’s story



Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece A: a diary entry

Context: while learning about evacuation during World War 2, pupils read and discussed
diaries written by evacuees then wrote their own diary entries.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece B: a formal letter

Context: as part of their World War 2 studies, pupils read ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle
Magorian. They also examined the structure and vocabulary used in persuasive letters.
They were then tasked to write their own letter in the character of Mr Tom writing to
persuade the council to allow him to adopt William.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece C: a newspaper report

Context: as part of their work on the ‘Windrush generation’, pupils read passengers’
accounts of their journey from Jamaica and arrival in England. They studied newspaper
articles, noting the structures and language used, and then wrote their own articles
describing the arrival of the Empire Windrush.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece E: a narrative opening

Context: pupils read suspenseful extracts from ‘Kidnapped’ by Robert Louis Stevenson,
‘Wolf Brother’ by Michelle Paver and ‘“The Invisible Man’ by H.G. Wells. They selected an
image depicting a setting and were asked to write a story which built tension through
setting and character description.
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Key stage 2

Pupil A — Piece F: a children’s story

Context: the pupils read a series of short stories by Pie Corbett, identifying the use of
repeated words and phrases to add humour. They studied landmarks of London and
watched ‘Jubilee the Movie’ before each writing their own short story for younger
children. Pupil A chose to describe the London adventures of an origami tortoise.
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